Introduction
Under natural conditions, Terminalia superba is a tropical forest tree which shows fluctuations in growth rate and in flushing behavior (Groulez and Wood, 1984) . This behavior and particularly the periodic growth cessations were concomitant with the dry season. This rhythmical growth pattern ends in a monopodial main axis and a particular stratified branch system as described by Halle and Oldeman (1970) in Aubreville's model.
In climate chambers at Phytotron, Gifsur-Yvette, we determined the best growth conditions for young T. superba (Maillard et al., 1987 The development of the first axillary branches occurred from the llth to the l6th wk after the start of the study (Fig. 1 ) . These branches appeared from the axil of leaves in an area between the 30th and the 55th leaf. 
